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This coloring page iIis provided

The 16th president of the United States, Abraham Lincoln,
signed a document called the Pacific Railway Act that created
Union Pacific Railroad in 1862.
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|l i shed 1 n the Le,a%qger S'[gtliengrianmth(%nv.

June 4, 18983 the rink next to the

- o T SIliding and toboggahpi

Altoouaiso"ﬁrrun \Vithtmmps. Cour s e i n t he wi nt erl.
Mr. and Mrs. Nesgood, of the town of T Fishing Lake Al toonal
Seymour, are causing considerable Dead Sea.
trouble to their neighbors.” They will
have to stop making threats to the ———

children.

Mr. P. O. Evenson, editor of the
“Warden” of La Crosse, and Pete Peter-
son, the violinist of Christiana,Norway,
are visiting Bjornstad the tailor and
Lee the shoemaker.

Mr. W. Boyington is the happy
father of a fine little girl. . '

John Sturz, who has been digging a

'well, is now eighty-five feet deep and
no water. John says he will make it
an even 100 and if he don’t reach water
by that time he will fill it up again and
carry water from the river.

Jobn Dumphy says he can catch
more fish in one hour than any other
fisher in the city. Altoona has lots of
| }lzeop.le who don’t know how to fish.
ry it John, '

If some of the ministers of Eau
'Claire would favor us with a sermon
‘once a week it would do us good.

Mrs. Bannister visited her sister at
' Eau Claire for a few days last week.

. The Misses Delia Roberts, Lillian
Shute and Maude Doyle attended the
[matinee of the ‘“Joily Pathfinders” at
Eau Claire last Saturday. :

Mike Lenz, who received his new ice
box last week, says he can keep enough
beer on hand to last him all summer.
He says the next thing he wiill want is
a sign wanting 500 men men to unload
schooners, :

Ole Johnson, who has been in Amer-
ica “for the last twenty-one years, ate :
his first banana the other night.. Ole B , gettirng re
dido’t know how to eat them until he in the Al toona
was told to peel them. He is now one
of Altoona’s largest banana eaters,

Continued pn
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By Roger Rasmussen

My Grandmother , Eva Glassbrenner, often spoke of little people who made big impacts
on her life. My Grandma was not a little person- in her prime she weighted more than
300 pounds. What Bill Leland lacked in size, he made-up by being kind yet stern toward
the hundreds of students he encountered as Altoona School custodian- janitor during the
1940-50s. Bill wasn’t the principal/superintendent/ math teacher; that title belonged to
one man- Mr. Pedersen. Bill wasn’t that 6’5" basketball coach who took the 1952
basketball team to Madison; that distinction belonged to Mr. Lehman. Close in spelling
but not the same. Bill Leland was not one of the guys at basketball games shouting at the
officials; that title belonged to a variety of men- Gunder, Johnny, or Emil. Even
Margaret threw-in a barb. They made every game exciting, challenging, and worthy of
playing. Nor, was Bill that well-dress debonair guy who kept the score books; that honor
belonged to Harold. No, Bill was none of these! Bill Leland’s influence may have been
greater.

Bill along with Emma Leland raised their own six kids: however, Bill could be credited
with helping to raise 600 more. He drove the school bus each school day; he cleaned-up
after our messes each day; he scrubbed the bathroom and hall floors each week; he
removed the garbage, trash and our many footprints from the floors; he sanded the desks
where we carved our names or the names of our secret pals; you know them as Shirley,
Dorothy, Joan, Louise, or Jiggs, Jerry, Omar, Trapper, or Baldy. These carvings seem
to be duplicated year after year; whatever happened to those woodcarvers? Like Bill,
they aged, retired, and left their mark on the lives of those they passed along the way.

Emma raised their kids at home; Bill helped raise us at school. Disciplinarian? Don’t
eat all of your lunch? Bill wanted to know why ... followed by.... “Don’t even think
about getting away from the bench until you finish.” No “if” but “when” was the rule.
Now! Another class was coming. The look from his right eye, not the left, told you “get
with it kid.” It mattered little, 3" or 121" grade, I never questioned Bill’s authority. I
towered over him by 7" grade; 1 replied “yes, Mr. Leland.” It was never, “yes, Bill.”
He taught me to respect my teachers, the cooks, “Bill- the Custodian” and my
classmates. I was 16 before [ knew what the word custodian meant. 1 thought Bill
Leland ran the school; he did! We were all true believers! I thought the word custodian
meant he was in custody of me. I knew from the Saturday westerns at the Badger
Theatre, that when the sheriff took you into custody, it meant that he was in charge of
you for having done something wrong. That fear convinced me to do whatever Bill
commanded; and, commanded he did!

Continued
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Continued from page 8

Bill drove the bus each day; but his pride and joy was driving to basketball games. As a
B-squader, when I first could ride the bus to away- games , Bill said, “ Roger, you sit in
the last seat in the back.” 1didn’t know if that was an honor or a punishment. Gosh it
was cold back there. I never asked if I could sit in front. From the corner of his right
eye, not his left, he gave me that look and silently ..... “Don’t even think about
asking....” Iknew better! The warm front seats were for the cheerleaders and Mr.
Lehman. Bill had a quiet way of saying... “Teenage boys must sacrifice.” He expected
order, respect, obedience, self-control, and NO complaints. Those restricted to the rear
seats, Gerald, Ritchie, Dale, Ronnie, whomever, might yell for “more heat” but we did
so with our head hidden below the top of the seat. I could see Bill’s “evil right eye”
looking through the rear view mirror; always focused right on me. Guilty or not- I would
smile as [ “shivered” and my heart beat 100 miles per hour. My gosh, “I hope he doesn’t
turn the heat down.”

In the 1940-50’s we lacked playground supervisors, counselors, hall monitors; Bill filled
the bill! Often he was lurking around every corner of the “old school.” Out of line?
Wow! Look out for disciplinarian Bill. He seemed to be everywhere! Sort of a super-
mom of the 1990’s. If you didn’t share the “ giants or ball “ Bill might ask why. Next
time you did!. Hard lessons taught by a firm and fair man. Mostly, Bill didn’t speak. He
looked: mostly smiling, especially if you passed when you could have shot, or you
picked-up when you could have turned-away. His spirit seems everywhere. He knew
everyone and he knew where you were supposed to be; too often, [ was in the wrong
place. [ was aslow learner! Bill wouldn’t tolerate backtalk. Insolence was not in his
dictionary —his vocabulary. Obedience and respect were the same word. Bill taught me
both; tough love!

Bill lacked a license to teach; he had no credentials from the State of Wisconsin. He had
no written permission slip from my parents to discipline, guide or counsel me; in his
wisdom, he knew Altoona’s families needed help raising kids. Today we marvel at our
wisdom, “it takes more than concerned parents; it takes relatives, schools, churches, the
whole community to help raise a child.” Bill knew it back in the 40’s-50’s- “the good
times.” He taught using a more practical approach that neither “spared the rod or spoiled
the child.” My eight siblings are testimony to Bill’s influence on one family. Bill’s and
Emma’s six kids are too. We could use a few more Bill Lelands in our schools today.
Tough love? You bet! He bet on us and we thank him!
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cup finely chopped onion
cup chopped sweet pickle
cup mayonnaise or salad dressing

teaspoon salt
teaspoon celery seed

teaspoon sugar
teaspoon vinegar
cup sliced celery

.1
2 hard-cooked eggs, sliced

3 medium potatoes
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Al toona 8th graduation pictgur

and is courtesy of Marilyn| Cc
Row e I 66 ughht urney eacher, retchen G
Shirley Utphall, Ann Bd&Rawd,2 JliemVerike Rd&,gbtwady|MArT
ton, Janice Thompson, Joan Klingbeil, Huaowl3d| Fi
Left tdaReghuUdl er, Joan Hei ke, Dorthy Rasmus|sen
Shafer, Dick Schultz.
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The Altoona Family Restaurant is currently jund
| ocal hi story during this transition, they hlave
di splayed on their walls to the Altoona Histjori
seum, where it can be enjoyed by all who visj|t.
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