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PROGRAM

TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL
COMMENCEMENT

i

ALTOONA HIGH SCHOOL

THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 28, 1942

THE GRADUATING CLASS

Jeanne L. Isaacson
Vernon V. Larson
John R. Thurston
Kenneth L. Vindal
Lowell E. Pettis
Lorraine E. Klohs
William G. Underwood

James Richard McGuire
Daniel L. Fenner

Anna Mae Howard
Phyllis M. Sund
Beverly B. Bowman
Daniel W. Bundt
William G. Thompson

Lawrence A. Radawitz

x h K

CLASS MOTTO

“Succeed:—We Can, We Must”

CLASS COLORS

JADE AND PINK
* Y *
HONOR ROLL

John Thurston Kenneth Vindal
‘William Thompson

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

PROCESSIONAL . . . . . High School Band
A. M. Howe, Director
INVOCATION . . . . . Rev.C. E. Nestande
Grace Lutheran Church, Eau Claire
SALUTATORY . .. . '« .- . Kenneth Vindal
“Life’s Game”

BARITONE SOLO . .. . . . Nora Emanuel
“Serenade” . . . . . . Franz Schubert
ADDRESS . L0520 e iMreds H: Murphy:

“Democracy’s Challenge” . Supt. of Schools, Rice Lake
VOCAL SOLO . . . . . . Jeannette Stoffel
“Indian Dawn” . . . . . J.S.Zamecnik
VALEDICTORY . . . . . . John Thurston

“Today Decides Tomorrow”

PRESENTATION of HONORS . Mr. J. S. Jensen
Principal of High School

PRESENTATION of DIPLOMAS . Mr. F. J. Gloede

President of Board of Education
BENEDICTION . . . . . . Rev. Nestande
RECESSIONAL . . . . . High School Band
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Wild Bill Cody was famous for shoot-
ing! He was a great marksman! He was also
known as Wild Bill Hickcock. Altoona had its
own sheriff, cop if you must, and I seldom saw
Ike with a gun or a club. He didn't need one.
His quiet demeanor, his soothing words, his
capacity to unnerve the most difficult situa-
tions, including a few where I was involved as
a teenager, his unswerving commitment to nev-
er arresting a person unless there was no resolu-
tion, and his dedication to the daily personal life
of each resident, especially teenagers, rest in
my mind as his greatest accomplishments. He
was our peace officer; while he wore a badge
and uniform, as a youth, I thought of Ike as one
of my dearest friends. I gave him lots of rea-
sons not to be my friend, too!

I agree with Herb's documentation on
Ike, and I would add that 100s of other youth,
now senior citizens, would second our
thoughts, feelings, and appreciation for this

ac Hi ckog l%iant of'a man who quietly but with assuredness
wma n
g

Wi t h cbauotled tH stre@s Wi Altoona during some

er Rasmussen

difficult times.

Drunkenness was not an unknown attrib-
ute near the taverns on Spooner and 1st Street
East nor in the railroad yards of the CNW Rail-
road. It was common knowledge, and my eyes
and memory will attest to the frequency with
which [ encountered men, but periodically
women, too, who were intoxicated. Altoona did
not have more than its share of these-Fall Creek,
Augusta, Fairchild, almost every railroad town,
had their share too. Since I spent most of my
teen years walking the streets of Altoona, be-
tween the Dairy Bar, D.L's Gas Station, Loo-
by's, the Auditorium, and one of the two restau-
rants, Mooney's or the 400 Club, it was easy to
encounter those men who enjoyed the bottle.
Times could be tough, especially during WWII,
and those frequent lay-offs where unemployed
men had little do to but wander and wonder. It
was during those frequent lay-off times, the
early 1950's that Ike and his "Barney Fife" side-
kick George Hoff, kept peace in Altoona.

Ike was not one to give tickets for speed-
ing, drinking, or bad behavior even though
many of my relatives deserved such. George,
on the other hand, didn't mind giving a speed-
ing ticket now and then. I heard once that he
threatened to give his Dad a ticket, but I never
confirmed it. I knew these men because they
allowed me, and others too, to ride with them
during their duty tour. This was especially true
with George who worked weekends while Ike
was off duty or on vacation; on that point, |
don't remember lke ever taking a vacation. |
suppose he did! George, on the other hand,
worked most weekends during the early 1950's.
I enjoyed riding with him on Saturday nights
for it was then that we patrolled "lover's lane" -
Wilson Drive and Lake Altoona area. George
loved to catch "lovers'"; we would both have
flashlights and we would drive slowly, without
lights on, until we saw the car. Quietly we
would sneak-up and with one movement shine

Continued

on
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the lights into the car. Most of the people in the
car | knew; they were not young people always.
Some were my friends. Once viewed, they be-
came either my friends or they avoided me. I
wondered, years later, why some people shunned

me!
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