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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Altoona is celebrating 100 years of ministry in
the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! A lot has changed in those 100
vears, In 1906 we were a strictly German speaking church made of a small
number of Alteona families who moved to the area because of the new Alloona
rail yard. On the facing page is the cover of the German Agenda used by our first
pastors to conduct services. English wasn't introduced until about 1914, Men
and women sat on opposite sides of the church. Children were to be seen and not
heard. Mot only did the parishioners walk to church but our first pastor, Rev, Theodore Lactsch, had
to walk the 3 miles from Epiphany in Eau Claire (which was near Luther Hospital) to lead services in
Adioona, Our congregation mel in a small one-room wood frame building at 2" gt W. and Bartlet.

One hundred years later Altoona has become part of the greater Chippewa Valley metropolitan area.
Our congregation is comprised of families that live throughout the area. No longer do people attend a
church based solely on cultural roots or denominational atfiliation. Today, the church must actively
seek to bring the pospel of Jesus Christ to people. The changing society has challenged owr church to
carry oul Gods mission and ministry (o this world in fresh and  innovative ways,

We have updated our facilities to be beautiful and welcoming to all people as well as providing many
options for ministry. We offer a variety of worship formats to allow people to worship their Savior
using a choice of music, liturgy, instruments, and styvles. We offer program opportunities for many
different segments of our congregation: adulis, youth, children, men, women, and families, We
actively reach oul to our communily through owr dayeare minisiry, vouth and children's programs,
special events and publicity. Rather than just send money to do mission work we now actively
participate in hands-on mission work locally, nationally and in Mexico. Pastor Laetsch had no idea
that we could reach out to the whole world with the good news of salvation in Jesus right here from
Adtoona through tools like the internet via our website: www . bethlehemaltoona.org.

A lot has changed in 100 years, but some things have not changed at Bethlehem. The theme ol our
centennial is “Growing in Faith - Sharing God's Grace.” That is the part that hasn't changed over the
last century and should never change in the future, From it's inception in 1'N6 Bethlehem Lutheran
Church has been a group of Christians growing in faith in Jesus Christ through the power of God's
Word and the working of the Holy Spirit. “Fodth comes from hearding the message, ond e message
ix hreard through the Word of Clrisi” (Bomans 12 17). Though the pastors, the facilities, and the
programs have changed, the message has not! “f am not ashamed of the gospel, because it ix the
power of God for the salvation of evervane wio befieves ” (Romans 1:16). The message of God's
saving grace through faith in Jesus was, is, and always will be at the heart of all we do at this church.

Besides growing in faith Bethlehem has alzo held (o one common purpose throughowt its hundred-
year history: “Sharing God's Grace.™ It 1s by God's grace that our congregation formed 100 vears
ago and it is only by God’s grace that we are continuing to thrive in service to our Lord today and
into the future. It is that priceless treasure of the gracious love and forgiveness of God with which
we have been entrusted by Him to share with this world. “The grace that is reaching more and move
people may couse thanksgiving fo overflow to the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 4:13). Cur mission is
“To share the love and forgiveness of Jesus.” That will never change. Growing in Faith - Sharing
God's Grace,

In the name of Jesus,

/ﬁ.,mr Jm_

Pastor Dave Karolus
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Bethlehem Pastors

1904 — 1914 Rev. Theodore Lactsch
1914 - 1935 Rev. A.M.W. Wahl

1935 -1940 Rev. Theodore F. Nickel
1940 — 1941 Rev. F.J. Werth

1941 — 1946 Rev. Fred A. Rotermund
1946 — 1949 Rev. Fricbert H. Krinke
1949 — 1958 Rev. Howard T. Behrens
1958 — 1961 Rev. Carl F. Broecker
1962 - 1972 Rev. Jerome Newton
1973 -1996 Rev. Dan Schnorr

1996 - 1998  Rev. Bob Garbisch
1998-present Rev. Dave Karolus
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Above: Fashor Carl Brogcker breaks ground on the
new church al 9ih and Haydern in TH54.

Abavea: Pastor Dan Schnorr
breghks ground for (he 1990
Fellowshin Hall addition.

Lefl: Pastor Dave Karolus and other
leaders broak ground on & 3500000
rafmodaling project in 2007,




Bethlehem Through The Years

Jan. 14, 1906: “Bethlchem Evangelical Lutheran Church (Unaltered Augsburg Confession)
of Altoona and Community™ is formally organized as a dual parish with Epiphany Lutheran
Church of Eau Claire, The first house of worship was dedicated on the corner ol Second
Street and Bartlett Avenue.

1914: The first year which showed a balanced budget: Income - 223 48,
Expenses - $223.40, Balance - 8¢.

Feb. 1921: The Ladies Aid is organized.

1926-27: Extensive remodeling of the church is completed, adding a basement and chancel
arca, overscen by the Ladies Aid.

1936: Bethlehem celebrates it"s thirhieth anmiversary and has 125 communicant members,
1939: Bethlehem referred to as “Bethlehem English Lutheran Church.”

May 1, 1941: The Epiphany/Bethlechem parish is dissolved and a new dual parish
relationship with Zion, Cleghorn is formed until 1949,

Jan. 7, 1945: Bethlehem officially joins the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

Dec, 4, 1949: Rev. Howard Behrens becomes first sole
pastor of Bethlehem. _.H o

March 23, 1953: Bethlehem begins a dual parish Y
relationship with Bethlehem, Ludington until 1963, 3 —

May 10, 1954: Bethlehem purchases 12 lots on the
“edge of town™ for a future church.

Feb. 3, 1957: Present parsonage completed at a cost of
515,004,

April, 1958: The Women's Guild was organized and

JToanne Christ was elected 115 first president.

May 15, 1960: New church built at Ninth and Hayden
15 dedicated, Cost including fumishings 1s 565,000,

Jan. 16, 1966: Women voted at the annual voters
meeting for the first time,
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1966: Bethlehem's sight-saving mimistry 15 begun in partmership with Lutheran Braille
Waorkers.

1969-72: Rev. Jerome Newton establishes the “Fish House™ youth ministry in the parsonage
basement, which led to the construction of Altoona’s rec center in the city park.

June 1976: Bethlehem adds a Darector of Chnsbian Education, Ellen Killen,
April 16, 1978: The new narthex is completed.
1984: The bell tower is constructed.

Oct. 7, 1990; Bethlehem dedicates its new fellowship hall and
Sunday School addition.

Oct. 10, 1993: Rogers 805 clectronic organ is dedicated.

Oct. 25, 1993: Bethlehem begins Little Star Daycare under the
direction of Ellen Killen.

Jan. &, 1995; Dedication of the cast and west stained glass
windows.

May 14, 2000: Forticth anniversary celebration of the present church.
June 3, 2002: Dedication of a $500,000 remodeling and addition project to the church.
May 11, 2003: The 18-foot nativity stained glass window is dedicated.

2006: 100th anniversary celebration of Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

The Fellowshigp Hall after
the 2002 Remodeling Project

The Fellowship Hall and Sunday
Schood rooms ware addaed in 1990




A Century of Growing in Faith - Sharing God’s Grace

The formal beginning of our congregation took place in 1906, but this does not take info account the
many previous years dating from the early 1880s when German Lutherans were among those who began
settling the new railroad town, Altoona. The city of Alloona, Wis., was incorporated in April of 1887,

The earliest records in which missionary activity is mentioned in Altoona are from the time of Rev.
William Friedrich, a young pastor from the recently formed Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod and its
Concordia Seminary in SL Louis. He came to the Fall Creek area in 1864 and helped establish St, Iohn's
Lutheran Church of Fall Creek, the oldest congregation in our area,

Four vears later, in 1868, Rev. Friedrich organized Zion Lutheran Church of Chippewa Falls. The
history of Altoona is closely related to that of Fall Creck, Chippewa Falls, and Eau Claire. Rev.
Friedrich served 18 preaching stations in the area — Altoona among them — and counted Altoona as part
of his

parish, assuming responsibility for the lock that lived here.

Rev. H.C.F. Otte, pastor at Zion in Chippewa Falls during the 1880s, also served Christians from time to
time in Altoona as did other pastors and student assistants called to serve the scattered groups of
Lutherans in the area. Indeed, the parish of Rev, Friedrich was divided and realigned 13 times from 1864
to 1900, An effort to establish a church in Eau Claire was undertaken and after several years of work,
the congregation which became Epiphany Lutheran Church sprang into being in the late 158075, 1t was
served by Rev. Otte from Zion in Chippewa Falls.

Epiphany, desiring a minister of their own, appealed to the Mission Board of the Wisconsin District of
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod for funds, but was denied them until 1895 when the suggestion
was made 1o combine Epiphany and the Altoona congregation as a new parish, At that time Altoona was
being served by Pastor F. Boerger of Fall Creek. This idea was met with approval and another Concordia
Seminary graduate, Rev. Edward Sylvester, was ordained and installed: his salary of 5400 was paid
jointly by Epiphany, Altoona and the District’s Mission Board. Rev. Sylvester lived in Eau Claire and
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The ongiral chivrch (feft) was buit in 19006 af 2nd Street West and Bartletf Ave. wilh the lpadership of Pastar
Lostzch. #f was remodaled (nght) in 1926 with the leadership of Pastor Wahl when the church was raised, a
basemernt added and the slheeple fowered, The holding fas changed hands ower the pears and cumrenty
fhioeeses e Islamie Cevder of NMoamharm Wisconsin,
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Bathlahem's arginal

Rev. Theodore Laetsch (1904 - 1914) i
Fev. Laetsch was called (o the Epiphany-Alioona
parish [rom Deer Park, Wisconsin, It was during his

| O-year pastorate that Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Altpona and community was formally
established.

-

Fev. Laetsch playved an outstanding role in the history
of Bethlehem, but also in the history of the Missouri
Synod. Known as an outstanding scholar of the Bible, he later became a
professor at Concordia Seminary in St. Lows. His mission efforts resulted
in the establishment of churches in 17 countics in Wisconsin,

[e succeeded in organizing Bethlehem as an established congregation on
January 14, 1906, His efforts also resulied in the building of the church’s
first house of worship in 1906, This building still stands at the corner of
Second Street and Bartleit Avenue. The first church council members were
Herman Zemple and Theodore Klohs, Rev. Lactsch had no method of
transpartation therefore he walked between Epiphany (at that time located
next to Luther Hospital) and Bethlehem each Sunday to conduct services,

constitution in German
Rev. Lactsch was called to Immanuel Lutheran of Sheboygan in 1914,

Rev. ALMW. Wahl (1914 - 1935)
Bethlehem called Reyv. Wahl of Pattsville and he was installed in June 1914,

The introduction of services in English (every other Sunday) took place during Rev.
Wahl's pastorate. German was preached the other two Sundays, Minutes of voters
meetings also were written in English for the first time. The congregation’s constitution
was wrillen in both English and German, The Epiphany/Bethlehem dual parish
purchased a “vehicle” for pastor Wahl in 1917, presumably an automobile. In 1923 the
congregation had some financial hardships but would “endeavor to pay a salary of 525
per month™ to the pastor. In 1924, men and women were allowed to participate jointly at the Lord’s
Supper. Before that, the men communed first,

In 1926, an extensive remodeling of the church began at the cost of $4,500, Improvements included the
addition ol a chancel, the caising of the building and digging of a basement, the addition of a porch and
new front steps, the shortening of the steeple, which had been  vulnerable to lighining. The work was
completed in 1927, The Ladies Aid was instrumental in raising funds to pay for this project.

Adthough Bethlehem was not a member of the Missourt Synod atf ths time, the
congregation participated in most, if not all, of the Synod s mission and benevolence
pﬂlj;l!’il[!‘l:-i-

In 1935, Kev, Wahl was called to serve as institutional missionary in Madison.

Rev. Theodore F.A. Nickel (1935 - 1940)

Fev, Mickel was called to Bethlehem from Bessemer, Mich., and installed in July 1935,
Rev, Mickel’s pastorate was especially remembered as a time when the congregation
was strengthened and increased in size.




The first congregational pledge for missions came during Rev. Nickel's pastorate and the Grst choir was
formed during his years at Bethlehem. [n 193%, the congregation was given a new title and was referred
to s “Bethlehem English Lutheran Church.™

Early in 1940, Pastor Mickel accepted a call to Aurora, [11.

Rev. F.1. Werth (1940 - 1941)

Rev. Werth was installed on April 258, 1940 and served one vear as pastor. As
Epiphany grew il became increasingly evident that they were in need of their own full
time pastor. At that time, Bethlehem and Epiphany ended their long dual parish
relationship, with Rev. Werth remaining with Epiphany.

Bethlehem and Zion Lutheran Church of Pleasant Valley were combined into a dual church. A new
parish was established on May 1, 1941, Today the Pleasant Valley congregation is known as Zion
Cleghorn, Ower many of the previous vears, pastors from the Bethlehem - Epiphany parish had served
the Lutherans in Pleasant Valley so this new dual pansh arrangement worked well for both churches.

Rev. Fred A. Rotermund (1941 - 1946)

Fev. Rotermund was called as the new pastor for Bethlehem - Pleasant Valley,

A number of improvements were made to the church during his pastorate. New
shingles were put on the roof; repairs were made after a violent hail storm; and the
Ladies Aid installed “stained glass paper”™ on the church windows,

In 1943, the congregation increased its communion service schedule (o six a vear. That
same year started the tradition of the early Easter service, which led 1o today’s tradition of an early
service with breakfast afterwards.

On Jan. 7, 19435, the congregation finally approved joining the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, after
being served by LCMS pastors during its entire 3% year history.

Rev. Botermund was called to 56 John Lotheran Church in Cadotl on Feb, 10, [9446,

Rev. Frichert H. Krinke (1946 - 1949)
Pastor Krinke accepled the call to serve the vacant parish and was installed on
July 14, 1946,

Weekly offering envelopes were introduced in 1947; a monthly envelope had been
used. The communion offering, an old tradition in the church, was discontinued. In the
Tuture, the congregation would pay the expense. Weekly offering envelopes for Sunday
School were alse introduced in 1947 and both forms of financial stewardship have
persevered to this day.

The first Vacation Bible School was in 1947, A communion rail was installed and a new organ was
purchased in 1948, as well as the use of new individual communion ware given in memory of Mrs, Emil
Volkman., A church bell was presented to the congregation in 1949 by Mr. and Mrs, Bruno Bleichrodt,
It was also duning the pastorate of Pastor Krinke that film-strips were used for the first time in worship,

In 1949, Rev. Krinke honored the call by 5t. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Portland, Ore.




Al the close of Rev. Krinke's minisiry, and in the
interim before a new pastor was installed, a number
of significant cvents took place. The congregation
purchased the first parsonage to have a resident
pastor im Altoona. Prior to this the pastor lived in
Pleasant YWalley. The John Lange home on the comer
of Garfield Avenue and Division Street was
purchased.

The dual pansh with Zion was dissolved and the
Altoona church’s new name became Bethlehem
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod on Aug. 21, 1949,
Bethlehem could nod completely support i0°s own
pastor but a proposal was accepted by the District’s
Mission Board to jointly fund the next pastor with
T3% of the cost coming from Bethlehem and 25%
coming from the District, It was also in 1949 that the
- Ladies Aid joined the Lutheran
'S e - ' . {i‘_ o \ Women's Missionary League of
the LOMS,

The Ledand sishers sing praises fo God in 1952
Jodne, Lowise, Elarne, Judy, Araeng
Rev. Howard T. Behrens
(1949 - 1958)
Eev. Behrens of Westville, Ind., was installed as the next pastor on Dec. 4, 1949, In
April 1950, the congregation began (0 have two services on Sunday until it entered its
next dual parish relationship.

In 1953, Bethlehem, Altoona, established a new dual parish with Bethlchem,

Ludington, with the provision the Altoona church could return to its former status as a single
congregation when financially possible for it to do so. This arrangement relieved the workload of Rev,
Julious Bittner who was serving the triple parish of Ludington, Seyvimour and Fall Creek. In addition the
new dual parish allowed Altoona’s congregzation (o be removed from District subsidy which it had
received for three yvears,

Bethlehem's “Walther League™ was its high school youth group as was the case in most LCMS churches
int the mid 1K=, The youth

Can yoid idenify fhe
playars on this winnming
darthall feam?

Laak for —

Ed Efrauch,

Emil Steinke,
Hen Harrs,
Elirer Hangarno
Eill Wanimgann,
Jim Undenaood,
Pastor Behrans,
Dl Biohs,
Lol Oisan,
Bamie Christ,
and Bob Ganther




Spurred by growth within the congregation, and a large number of visitors, the church council in 1954
appointed two of its members to serve as “preeters” 1o welcome people into church.

This continued congregational growth moved the pastor and other leaders of Bethlehem to work on a
bold new idea, to relocate to a new sight and build a new church. After years of thought, research, and
discussion a resclution was passed in March of 1954 to build a new church and a new parsonage. In
May, twelve lots were purchased [or the new site bounded by Hayden and Garfield Aves., and by Ninth
Street West. Some people questioned the wisdom ol “building out on that sand lot on the edge of town.”

- The first structure to be built on the new property was a new
- parsopage for the pastor and his family. [t was completed in

- 1957, $15.000 was barrowed for this purpose, and the old
parsonage was sold for 57,500 o help reduce this debi,

By the 1940°s and 50°s the Ladies Aid was holding monthly “suppers™ that were attended by a good

share of the small town of Altoona (pop. 1200), They also held a vearly fall bazaar and supported

various Lutheran ministries. By the end of the 1950°s with more women unable to meet during the day,

the need for a women™s group that met at night became apparent and in 1938 the Evening Guild was
formied.

In June 1958, Rev. Behrens accepted a call and was released to 51 Matthew's Lutheran in
Almena.

Rev. Carl F. Broecker (1958 - 1961)

Rev. Broecker of Alma Center
was called and installed in
Movember 1954,

His years of service will be remembered as the
years of decision when final plans were made
arl construction
completed on the
present house of
worship.
Groundbreaking for the
new church was in
August 1939, with the
cormerstome laid in
December.

The new church was
dedicated on May 13,
19660, The guest
speaker was former
Pastor BEotermund. Our
church was one of the
last built by Church
Builders Ine, out of
Milwaukee, They went
oul of business shortly




Rev. Jerome Newton (1962 - 1972)

Rev. Newton of Deer Park was installed in Jamuary 1962, In 1963, the congregation
took a step of faith to once again exist as a single parish and dissolved from the
Altoona-Ludinglon parish.

That same year, the Altoona school board requested use of the church to help
alleviate crowded conditions. For two school vears, the kindergarten classes
were conducted in the church basement.

An Allen organ was purchased in 1964, and a red dossal curtain was added to the
front of the church the following year.

The issue of voling rights
fimally was resolved during
Pastor Mewton's time at
Bethlehem. Church records
don™t mention any formal
discussion of the issue, but
minutes of a Jan. 16, 19660,
gathering describes it as the
first annual meeting where
women could vole,

With the encouragement of
Rev. Mewton, the massive
undertaking of printing
Lutheran Hour sermons by the
congregation in sight-saving
type tor the visually
handicapped began in March
[ 266, This minisiry grew out
of the LWML support of
Lutheran Braille Workers and Pastor Newton's position as District Pastoral Advisor to the LWML. The
original leaders of this ministry were Mr. and Mrs. Larry Fenske. In 1970 after the Fenske's moved,
Don and Arlene Everson accepled responsibility for leading this ministry

Dozens of volunbeers were recruited both from ouwr congregation and several neighboring churches, An
offset press was used to produce nearly 3000 Lutheran Hour sermons per week at it’s high point in the
early 19808, Aid Association for Lutherans,
Lutheran Brotherhood and LWML groups helped
o fund the necessary equipment and supplies over
the many years of this ministry. As the vears have
passed the methods and technology used by
Lutheran Braille Waorkers has changed but

we continue to do volunteer work in support of the
visually impaired on an “as needed™ basis.,

In 1968 the church set up a scholarship fund fos
P I

young people in the congregation wishing to

pursue a church-related carcer.




Recognizing the need to provide a place for teens to gather, Rev. Newton and his wife, Annette, began
apening their home in 1969 1o congregation teens and their friends two nights a week and on weekends.
Teens renamed the parsonage basement the “Fish House,” and its popularity skyrocketed, They painted,
decorated, and brought in “furniture”™ which included tables and chairs made out of empty cable spools.
To ranse money they sold snacks in the parsonage fruit cellar naming it the “Bait Shop.” When over 100
teens began to gather regularly at the Fish House in 1970 it became clear that another facility was
needed. Through the efforts of the Bethlehem youth, Altoona Lions Club, and gifts from Altoona
citizens and the L.E. Phillips Foundation a new community recreation center was built across from the
church on Ninth Street in 1972,

Rev. Newton accepted a call to serve SL Paul Lutheran in Fremont in the fall of 1972,

Rev. Dan Schnorr (1973 - 1996)

Im July of 1973 Pastor Schnoer was installed at Bethlehem after being called from St
James Lutheran Church in Shawano. Years of financial problems took their toll on
the church building. During the transition period between Pastors Newton and
Schnorr teams of congregation members scrubbed, painted, repaired and polished the
church and parsonage.

Lnder Pastor Dan's guidance youth were given special attention and purpose in the church. He began in

1974 the practice of bringing a Lutheran Youth Encounter group to stay with church members for a

week in the summer. The Sunday School was also enhanced as chalk and bulletin boards were bought

and installed for teaching privacy, A three-person board of education was established and Ellen Killen
was added to the staff as part-time Director of Christian Education in 1976,

Ellen favght midweek conlimation classes and was the leader of many programs
including the church library and nursery. She began a youth program for elementary
and middle school youth and coordinated events for the high school youth including
trips to the LCMS national youth gatherings, She also was in charge of the Sunday
School and VBS programs and recruited many volunieer leaders and helpers who
participated in those ministries. Ellen also led a women’s midweek Bible study for
many years, Ellen served as Bethlehem's DCE for 25 yvears,

Eligrr Kilten In 1973, the decision was made to
serve colfee and doughnuis
following church services (o provide an opportunity for
informal fellowship. In 1974, the church contracted for
the Orst congregational pictorial directory. In 197%, the
first woman, financial secretary Phyllis Boettcher, was
elected to a Church Council office,

The congested entrance of the church was rectified in
1978 when a new narthex addition was constructed on
the east side of the church including a carport. The main
enfrance was then moved from the west side to the east.

Fastor Schmorr with commumion assisiants
Hanwey Pecor, Don Everson, and Roger Bawer

In the late 1980°s plans were made to build an addition onto the existing church for a new fellowship
hall, office space, and Sunday School rooms. This new addition was built by the Missoun Synod s
“Laborers for Cheist” ministry. These skilled laborers brought their own BEV's in which to live, and
worked for a minimal wage, thus saving the church significant construction costs, This new fellowship
hall and Sunday School addition was dedicated in October 1990,




A major addition to Bethlehem™s ministry to its surrounding community came with the opening of Little
Star Daveare in October of 1993, Ellen Killen also became Bethlehem™s Daveare Director, and still
serves in that position today, though in 2000 she retived from the DCE position.

In 1995-%6, congregation members donated seven beautiful stained glass windows to the church for each
of the side windows facing cast and west.

Pastor Dan served faithfully, even through his battle with cancer, until our Lord called
him home on All Saints Day in 1996,

Rev. Robert Garbisch (1996-98)

During the time of Pastor Dan’s illness, Pastor Garbisch was contracted to serve
Bethlehemn on a part time basis. He continued to serve the congregation’s pastoral needs
until a new pastor was formally called in 1998,

During the difficult period following Pastor Schnom’s death the congregation was aptly led by Church
Council President Tim Marko and others who helped the church continue forward in our Lord’s mission
ard ministey.

Rev. David Karolus {1998-present)

Pastor Karolus came to Bethlehem from Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Schofield,
Wisconsin, Under the spiriiual leadership of Pastor Dave, the church has continued (o
seek ways to reach out with the saving pospel of Jesus Christ.

In 1999 the congregation decided to have two services on Sunday utilizing both
contemporary and traditional worship formats. A children’s message was added to the
second service each week, as was the music of Bethlehem’s praise feam “Komonia.™
The praise team mcludes a number of singers, guitar players, percussionists, and
keyboard players.

Midweek Advent services were begun on Wednesday nights in December and include a meal prior to
the services, The most recent services have included the use of new video projection equipment.

Bethlehem reorganized its formal structure with the establishment of various “ministry teams" to help
carry out the Lord's work in the church. The church council 15 now comprised of the leader of each
ministry team as well as the officers of the church. Pastor Dave also helped organize several mission
trips to Tijuana, Mexico to build homes for those in need and lead VBS
activities for children.

The church underwent a 3300,000 remodeling project “Bethlehem - In Faith We
Grow" which was completed in 2002, The remodeling included updating of ous
worship space with better lighting, new carpeting, air conditioning and an
adjacent nursery with restroom. A new oak altar and pulpit were crafted and

: : given by Roger and Sonja Bauer, The renovation included a new library, prayer
Remodefing Chaiman  room, youth room and sacristy, The daycare also was remodeled and expanded
Pele Vance addresses  with the addition of a large muscle reom and staff room. We can now have up to
Erﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁf 35 children in our daycare. The fellowship hall received new flooring and

exterior. Pete Vance, Roger Bauer, and Dale Emberson led the building effort.

By God's grace Bethichem will continue to share the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ!




Current Ministries of Bethlehem
Fellowship
The fellowship ministry team plans a program of activities to bring together families, couples and adults
which help the people of Bethlehem grow in their relationships as a family of God.

Human Care

The human care mimstey team wdentifies and responds to the physical needs of the people of Bethlehem
and our community. The first Sunday of every month is "2 Can Sunday® in which each family is
encouraged to bring 2 non-perishable food ttems to worship that day. The food items are collected and
used for the Bethlehem food pantry and other food pantries in the Chippewa Valley. Human Care also
hosts a vearly blood drive, visits the homebound, and provides meals to those who are in need through
its "TLC*® program.

Viscipleship

The discipleship ministry team works with the pastor to
develop growth in all members through prayer, worship, i
and Bible Study. Recently this ministry team helped to lead @&
the "40 Days of Purpose™ as well as the "Faith Comes by
Hearing®™ programs. Yarous in home Bible studies are held.

Elders

This ministry, working with the pastor, is concemed with
the spiritual life and care of the congregation; helps in
matters of church discipline; and works on church
membership issues.

Cevrant elders include Gary Hansen, Jim
Niwre, Brad Gilespie, Tom Bahleger, Fob
Oirendr, Anddy Jidson, and Hanvey Pecor

Dutreach

Thiz minisiry team seeks ways to reach out to our
community and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through various outreach programs, services, and
activities, The outreach mimstry feam coordinated
our Cinder City Days pancake breakfast, Ice Cream
social at the park, new mailboxes and nametags for
church families, and new visitor packets for those
who vigit our worship services,

Stewardship

This ministry team helps members of Bethlehem
identify and use in ministry the gifis, talents, i -
abilities, and resources God has given them, It has =1y & A
conducted stewardship education programs Tor all
ages, and sought to involve all the members of

The 200% Churcht Cowncll included Andy Juwlsom,
Ron Loveben, Gary Hansen, Pastor Dave, Dannis

Hethlehem in the Lord's mimisiry. Enrson, - Disns Belook, Jm. Nyre: Jof?  Cites,

Do Schmigd,  Jeanne  Bohlfnger,  Mickey
Library MeCawley, Liza Sedahl, Todd Adams, Rab Drew,
The Bethlehem library has over 1000 resources Cletuzs Shively, Trudy Valleaw. Jamie Brel and

available for use by the individuals and families il L

within our church. Books, reference materials, video
and audie resources are all part of our library.




Missinns

This ministry team oversees Bethlehem's imvolvement in local and distant mission opportunities.
Bethlehem has sent 4 mission teams from the Chippewa Valley to build homes and share the love of
Christ in Tijuana, Mexico in 1999, 2000, 2002, & 2003. Bethlehem also supports the LCMS Eau Claire
Hmong Mission, Eau Claire Lutheran School (www.g-c-l-5.0rg), LCMS World Missions, the Lutheran
Layman's League, Lutheran Hour Ministries, and the Morth Wisconsin District LCMS.

Building and Property
This ministry team sees to the care and upkeep of all buildings and property of Bethlehem.

Women Ablaze

This exciting Christian women's group meets the last Tuesday of the month for a vanety of activities
including a ook swap, clothes swap, guest speakers, discussion topics, special meals, organized care
packages for the troops, fondue night, bonfires, Bible study, and makeovers. Our goal is to unite women
ol all ages and enjoy the fellowship of one another while being Christ centered.

Adtar Guild
This team of people helps to care for the altar area including the communion vessels, banners, and
flowers used in worship.

Koinonia Praise Team
Bethlehem's contemporary music team leads worship music each Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. service
during the school year and periodically during the
SUIMIMAT.

Chuoir
The Bethlehem Choir is a seasonal choir that sings for
special church festivals and events,

Bethlehem Puppeteers

The Bethlchem Puppeteers present puppet presentalions
designed to emphasize and apply important seriptural
truths, The Puppet characters encounter some of the same
problems children of all ages face each day. Our purposc
15 that they will learn from the puppets mistakes and
victories. Bafivehem Kodnonia Preise Team

God’s Gardeners

This group plants and cares for the plants and flowers on the church property. In the spring they put
plants in the north planters and the area by the south doors, A plan is currently being developed For
landscaping the east side of the church.

Sight Saving Ministry

For over 4() years Bethlehem has been doing volunteer ministry in support of Lutheran Braille Workers,
This group meets periodically to assemble various large print Lutheran publications which are then
distributed to many people in need of such help

Worship
This ministry team helps with our corporate worship opportunities through ushering and greeting at the

SCIVICCS,




Christian Education

The Sunday School and V.B.5. programs continue to reach more children, Ower 120 children
attended the week long summer program and Bethlehem's Sunday School is ministering to over 80
children during the school year. Many adults and youth volunteer their time, energy, and resources to
help these ministries continue to grow.

Youth Ministry

Bethlehem Lutheran has four vouth groups that meet regularly during the school vear and periodically
during the summer. All groups meet at the same time, from 6 to 7 p.m. during our "Wednesday Night
Live!" school year program. Mectings include fun activities, Bible exploration, praver and share time.
The groups include; C1A (Christians in Action — high school), Confirmation ( 7th-8th grades), KOOL-
GAP (Kids Of Our Lord - God's Awesome People d4th-6th grades), and H20 (1st-3rd grades). They host
a yearly “Generaton Gap™ dinner for those over the age of 30, Christmas carol at the homes of our
elderly and homebound, lead a Sunday morning “vouth service™ and conduct various service amnd
mission projects. The CLA have also attended several national and state LCMS youth gatherings.

Little Star Daycare

Little Star Davcare began operation as a
minisiry of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
October 1993, The daveare was Licensed by the
Wisconsin Department of Health and Family
Services to provide care for 20 children from
the ages of 2 to 12 vears, It opened with three
enrolled children, The two stalt members acted
as leachers, cook, custodian and book keepers.
Today we have eight leaching stafl, a cook, a
custodian and a treasurer. We are now licensed
to care for 35 children from the ages of 2 to Currer Daycare stalf members include Donna Schrigl,
B. We presently have 33 children enrolled. The  Gav Morgsn, Kathleen Adams, Vickle Mehile Elen
daycare has pone through several remodeling Kitten (Director), Janet Huggins, and Wanda Garbisch
phases that have changed the appearance of our

facility and improved its function. From one

large open space and a kitchen we evolved into four classrooms, a staff room, a large muscle room and a
kitchen. Our playground began as a 2,500 square-foot space surmounded by a wood and wire fence with a
sand box and a swing set. Thanks to hardworking velunteers, it is now a 4,000 square-foot space
surrounded by chain link fencing and has a variety of play equipment. We are blessed to have a
congregation that is suppodtive of reaching our community with the gospel of Jesus through our daycare
minisiry. I is the poal of our daycare (o continue o provide for the physical, emotional, psychological
and spiritual well being of the children in the dayeare and to share the love of Christ with them and their
families,

Evening Cuild

This ladies group meels once a month to enjoy a time
ol fellowship and Bible study. They are affiliated
with the Lutheran Women's Missionary League and
support various mission projects locally, nationally,
and internationally. They serve luncheons following
fumerals that are held at the church and their annual
chicken biscuit dinner and spagheiti dinner meals are
eaperly anticipated by many in owr community. A recent plofure of the Evening Gulld




1919 Confirmalion Class — Back Row: Frod Weise, Nofan Becker, Fred
Sfana, Al Hemning, Esther Bleichroal, Henry Hintenberg,; Frond Row: Launsifa
Volkman, Leona Schiling, Gladys Harms, Rev. Waki, Hulda Pall, Effrieda
Kiohs, Minme Weize

“If vou confess
with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is
Lord,’ and
believe in your
heart that God
raised him from
the dead, vou
will be saved.”

Romans [0:9

Eifneda Miler (Kiohs)
iz fhe only revnaieing
argial member of
Bethiehem. Frisda was
baptized July 31, 1904
in  Altoona  ahd
currarilly resioles at the
Crakwood Willa Home

18359 Confimmaton Class — Back Row, Alice Thurston, George Sund, Lawra
Muosz, Rew. Mcked, Kenneth Rudalptison, Elsanor Rieck; Front Row: Jim
Thewston, Daned Bundt, Mora Emanusl, Bob Thursfon, Belly Bostlchar




i “Whatever you
| do, do it all
for the
glory of God”

! Corinthians 10:31

Hodh pauth snd adints haip wilh the
Lutheran Bralie Warkers ministry in 1966

Altoona was a “suburb cliy,” with its

city limits berdering much larger Bau

Claire. There was never A need to de-

velop & large business disirict. The

3,000 residents were top close to the

hig city. Unless you hod “wheels" the

only place to go at night or sfter a

sehonl event was to o local filling sta- Excenpt

tion, where a can of coke cost 204, And from the

even if & ear were available, they ;

thought it would be fun fo stay "in '."IE!'-'!'

town” and save Eau Clalre for special Wirscovnsin

mﬂ iors. R Dizfrict
name was suggested — "Why not

call it the ‘Fishhouse " It was fomiliar Messenger

from a special church service last Au-  anficie on !
gust, when o new Sunday schoal allar Ballvehem's
had been dedicated. The altar para- Fizh Houga®

ments had s fish symbol cn them.
I the d.ll!di.i.‘-ﬂti.:l:hl. service, it lad bean Decembar

pinted out that the fish was the sym= 1069

bol of recognition among the early

Christians, especlally during the days

of persscution. Its Greek bettera (Ich-

thua) stood for “Jesmes Christ, God's

Son, the Savior." They would build &

Fishhouse and carry out this theme in

itz construction.

Candplayleg, s e Beat of the jukebex, i o pepular Mén pasiime. A rpood

Falsda it dn the faregrauad of the




Fichures from fhe firsf church pictona! directony in 1874
Right: Some of the members of fhe Evening Giild
Lower Right: Helmuth and Phylis Boeffcher produce
chvrch buleding an e mimeogramh

The bell from the old
chrch is rermoved
and later placed in
the new bell tower
consiructed in 1984

The Ladfes Ad fn 1987 ncluded Grace Buchholz,
Dagny Undernwood, Ewelyn Bosticher, Marman
. Schawer, Mabel Slrasburg, Emella Behlke, Myria
Thanks - GW'“E Hillesiad, amd Augusta Risdaiphson

For yeors gone by = For yeors to come
“We thank thee Lord - For all You've dene
The blessings great

The blessings small & relat Setaal
Heow con we thank § - Far them all¥ ; e
H?e r|2?u1:|:5. - :'L: r-E'-::‘JZ-"li..:E{l: : it

T i breathe RET

T:c air we heavy wse in fhe

a things we see 19HO's

The list is endless - gracieus Lord,
fet « we forget - how con it bef?

By Emme Lelond




i

Al ages waltched % . &

o W .With Christ Jesus

Falowshin Hal - . .

Bt et himself as the chief
cornerstone.”

Ephesians 2:20

Durng the “Bafhehem—Iin Faith We Grow”  remodeling
project of 2001-02 all sanices were moved fo the faliowship.
Abowve: A 2001 children’s Christmas program praciics.

Abonie right: The new Bbrary, poull room, prayer raom and
daycare sfall room addiion fakes shape

Right- Dale Emberson and Pate Vance “remodal” the oo




This 100th Anniversary Book is Dedicated to the
Glory of God

It is by the grace and blessing of God that this congregation has been a powerfil
instrument of God s saving work in this community and werld for the past century, It
will alser be thronugh owr Lord 's faithfulness that the disciples of Jesus who comprise
this family of faith will continuwe ta reach out to others with the gospel of salvation
until He refurns.

There are many who deserve thanks for making this book and our anniversary
celebration possible, Thanks go to our Anniversary Committee: Barh Duszyvnski,
Sonja Baver, Jim Nvre, Lana Partlow, Donna Schmidi. Sharen Krueger, Jennie
Childs, Phyllis Pecor, Bobbie Tollefson, Sharon Stelter, Linda Gilbert, Pasior Dave
and others who helped with vavions aspects of this endeavor, Special thanks go to
Grary and Patty Johnson for compiling and designing this book, for the histories
written for the 75th and 60th anniversaries, jor historvical information gathered from
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Eau Claire, Gerald Hagen's " A History Of Altoona. ™
and all who contribuied piciures and articles over the vears.

+ Pastar Dave Kavolus, editor
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